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Welcome to the regular newsletter of the International Council for Homeopathy,
sharing views and news of the Council on all aspects of homeopathy as practised
around the world.  ICH was established in 2007 and currently represents the interests
of ~30 national associations of homeopaths in 5 continents.

ICH Aim: To represent and support national member
organizations of homeopaths to further the growth and
development of the homeopathy profession worldwide. 

 

This month's topics
• Editorial: Letter from the Chair 
• Benchmarks for Homeopathy 
• Australia fights back 
• Upcoming conferences and seminars
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Dear members and friends of ICH, 

We have just held our 3rd biannual Full Council meeting and had the
occasion of welcoming Masa, from the Japanese Society for
Homeopathy (JSoH) to their first meeting. We were also privileged to
have input from Kenya, Germany, New Zealand, Australia, Ireland,
Malta, Serbia, the UK and the ECCH. Having consensus from the
membership is important to us, as we navigate changes to the ICH’s
structure and function in line with the agreed strategic plan. So on
behalf of the Council, I extend thanks for your continued support and
input. 
  
This newsletter features breaking news from Australia, showcasing
the findings of the Australian Homoeopathic Association and
partners’ in-depth investigation into the National Health and Medical
Research Council's (NHMRC) conduct in executing their Homeopathy
Review. This is an item of international importance, so please read
the full article below. There is also an update on homeopathic
benchmarks, written by Zofia Dymitr. 

From the US, the National Centre for Homeopathy (NCH) report that
"Healthcare in America is about to change dramatically. What those
changes will be or when they will take place is still undetermined, but
what hasn’t changed is our commitment to fighting for your ability to
choose your own healthcare and increase access to homeopathy
across the US." The ICH hope to provide a more detailed update early
in 2017.  



  
In the last month, the ICH has been asked to comment on a legal
matter pertaining to the use of homeopathy in relation to vaccination.
This is a sensitive political issue in many countries. The ICH urges all
member organisations to encourage their membership to adhere to
their respective policies and codes of conduct pertaining to this
aspect of healthcare. 
  
2016 has been an interesting year, with many challenges for our
profession. However, I am a strong believer that through challenge
comes growth. I have witnessed our strength as a community in
coming together, collaborating and working towards autonomy and
freedom of choice in healthcare for our respective communities.
Now it’s time for a well-deserved rest. On behalf of the ICH, I would
like to extend to each and every one of you a thank you for your
commitment to homeopathy and intentions for peace and
abundance as we head into 2017. 
  
Regards, Michelle Hookham 
ICH Chair 
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Michelle Hookham 
ICH Chairwoman 
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Benchmarks for Homeopathy  

During the Full Council meeting in November, 2016,  the topic of
benchmarking for homeopathy with the World Health Organisation
(WHO)  has been mentioned. A short summary about what
benchmarks are has been compiled by  Zofia Dymitr, Representative
of Society of Homeopaths (UK) for ICH. The full version has been
sent  to ICH members already. However, if you are an ICH member
and  did not receive the full version and would like a copy, please
contact Christine, ICH Administrator.
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read more here
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https://gallery.mailchimp.com/4b8e98c6b353e8f18cbfdb609/files/WHO_and_benchmarks_for_homeopathy.pdf


Australia fights back 

In August 2016 the Australian Homoeopathic Association (AHA) and
its partners submitted a combined formal submission of complaint
to Australia’s Commonwealth Ombudsman, regarding procedural and
methodological flaws, bias and conflicts of interest associated with
the Australian National Health and Medical Research Council's
(NHMRC) review of the evidence on homeopathy, which was

published on 11th of March 2015. The submission is currently before
the Ombudsman for its consideration and the international
community will be updated as it unfolds. 

The International Council for Homeopathy (ICH) supports the AHA’s
submission to the Australian Commonwealth Ombudsman.
Transparency and ethical due process are fundamental rights for
freedom of information. They are also fundamental to maintaining
the reputation of science and scientific enquiry. 

The in-depth investigation into NHMRC’s conduct in executing the
Homeopathy Review has revealed that NHMRC withheld important
administrative and scientific details regarding how it produced its
finding of “no reliable evidence” across all medical conditions
examined - despite publishing around 1,000 pages of report
documentation. The investigation has uncovered details of how the
NHMRC Review represented a process of applying extensive
exclusion criteria (pre- and post-hoc), rather than conducting a
thorough review of primary research evidence as per internationally
accepted standards. 

This is an issue of international importance for the profession of
homeopathy and the AHA needs financial support to continue its
appeal.  If you are able to make a contribution, please click on the link
on the AHA website: http://www.homeopathyoz.org 

http://www.homeopathyoz.org/


On behalf of the AHA, the Vice President, Gerry Dendrinos has
prepared a summary of the key procedural issues exposed in the
investigation of NHMRC’s processes. If you would like to read this,
click on the following link: 
 

Upcoming conferences and seminars
2017 
Athens GREECE 
ICH face-to -face- meeting 
Date:1st of June 2017 
Venue: to be announced

2017 
MALTA 
3rd HRI International Homeopathy Research Conference 
Dates: 9th to 11th June 2017 
Venue: Radisson Blu Resort, St Julian's, St George's Bay, Malta 
http://www.hrirome2015.org/2016/03/hri-malta-2017/
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